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Metal-free and metallo-porphyrazines (M = Mg, 2H, Co, Cu, Zn, or ClFe) with eight (3-thiopropyl
anthraquinone-2-carboxylate) units appending on the periphery through flexible alkylthio-bridges
have been synthesized through esterification of octakis(hydroxypropylthio) porphyrazinato magne-
sium with anthraquinone-2-carboxylic acid in the presence of dicyclohexylcarbodiimide (DCCI) and
toluene-p-sulfonic acid. The synthesized compounds were characterized by FT-IR, UV–vis, 1H and
13C NMR, mass spectrometry, and elemental analysis.

Metal-free and several metallo-porphyrazines (M = Mg, 2H, Co, Cu, or Zn) carrying eight (3-thio-
propyl anthraquinone-2-carboxylate) groups at the peripheral positions were synthesized from
octakis(3-hydroxypropylthio)porphyrazinato] Mg(II). Symmetrically functionalized porphyrazines
with eight ester units were soluble in common organic solvents. Chloro-octakis(3-thiopropyl anthra-
quinone-2-carboxylate) porphyrazinato iron(III) (FePzCl) was prepared by the reaction of metal-free
porphyrazine with iron(II) acetate and further treatment with hydrochloric acid solution. The oligo-
meric structure [FePz(pyz)]n and the monomeric compound [FePz(py)2] were formed as stable com-
plexes by reacting FePzCl with pyrazine and pyridine, respectively. The porphyrazine compounds
were characterized by different spectroscopic methods.
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Porphyrazine
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1. Introduction

Tetrapyrrole complexes are excellent functional materials and diverse chemical, and techno-
logical applications have been developed around these interesting and advanced materials
[1–3]. Possible technological applications of tetrapyrroles, such as semi-conductivity,
electrochromic displays, chemical sensors, and catalysts, have encouraged many researchers
to synthesize various types of metal derivatives [4–12].

The exceptional chemical and physical properties of these compounds can be due to vari-
ous substituents on the benzo rings. The range of solubility for porphyrazines becomes very
important for these applications, since several porphyrazines are poorly soluble in organic
solvents and water. The solubility of porphyrazines can be increased by adding different
kinds of substituents such as bulky or long-chain alkyl, alkylthio, or alkoxy groups at the
periphery and axial positions of the porphyrazine ring [13–21]. The most extensively inves-
tigated soluble-substituted tetrapyrroles are the tetra- and octa-substituted derivatives and
tetra-substituted ones usually show higher solubility [22]. The formation of constitutional
isomers and the higher dipole moment of the tetra-substituted tetrapyrroles resulting from
the unsymmetrical arrangement of the substituents in the periphery give higher solubility of
these systems [23].

The applications of ester-containing tetrapyrrole complexes are variable. For example,
some esters [24] showed gas sensor response against NOx gasses, whereas some showed
characteristics of liquid crystals with glassy transitions [25, 26]. However, some patents and
publications reported that ester-containing tetrapyrroles could be used as electrophoto-
graphic photoconductors [27], photosensitizers in photodynamic therapy [28, 29], optical
storage agent [30], and tumor growth suppressor [31].

Solubility is a significant property of porphyrazines and most of their treatments are best
investigated in soluble form. Because unsubstituted parent metal-free and most of the metal-
lo-porphyrazines are less soluble in common organic solvents, the synthesis of new por-
phyrazine systems should be designed so that the final porphyrazine derivatives are soluble
enough to perform the desired activities. A common means for preparing soluble porphyra-
zines is to attach functional groups like 4-tert-butylphenylthio [32], o-tolylthio, and p-tolyl-
thio [33], pentafluorobenzylthio [34], 1-naphthylmethylthio [35], 9-anthracenylmethylthio
[36], 3,5-bis(trifluoromethyl)benzylthio [37] at the peripheral and axial positions of the por-
phyrazine ring. Compared with unsubstituted parent metallo-porphyrazines, ester-containing
porphyrazines and phthalocyanines (e.g. triphenylphosphine [38], acetoxy [39], 9-anthroyl
[40], tetra(acetoxyethylthio) [41], pentafluorobenzoate [42], 3,5-bis(trifluoromethyl)benzoate
[43], 1-naphthoate [44]) are highly soluble in chlorinated hydrocarbons. We have also syn-
thesized and characterized shish kebab-type oligomer with 2-fluoro-5-(trifluoromethyl)phen-
ylacetate units [45], 9-anthracenylmethylthio iron porphyrazine derivatives [46], and soluble
iron porphyrazine compounds with 2-fluoro-5-(trifluoromethyl)benzylthio substituents
appending to the peripheral positions [47].

The expected properties of metallo-porphyrazine derivatives are almost entirely based on
a redox or electron transfer reaction. The electron transfer of metallo-porphyrazine is esti-
mated by the electrode reaction, since they have many applications in thin-layer films. The
electron transfer properties of metallo-porphyrazine derivatives can be utilized not only to
make thin-layer films but also to fix soluble ones. It is requisite, therefore, to study the
redox properties of metallo-porphyrazine derivatives in order to reclaim their use for further
applications. Anthraquinone derivatives, as the biggest group of natural quinones and
historically the most important ones, have been widely used in chemistry, biochemistry, and
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industry [48]. The essential role of anthraquinones in biological electron transport [49] and
industrial methods as redox catalysts [50] has led to extensive research of their electrochem-
ical behavior [51]. Although porphyrin–anthraquinone dyads have been many times
encountered [52], phthalocyanine–anthraquinone dyads are less studied [53].

In the present article, our aim is to synthesize a series of metallo- and metal-free porphyr-
azines functionalized with peripheral anthraquinone-2-carboxylate substituents through flex-
ible oxypropylthio-bridges, enhancing their solubility in common solvents and at the same
time prohibiting their aggregation. Anthraquinone has been chosen as a substituent in this
study as it is known to have oxidation and reduction properties, and its CV shows a typical
reversible two-step one-electron redox reaction. The redox of metallo-porphyrazine deriva-
tives is due to the interaction between the porphyrazine ring and the central metal [54, 55].
We report herein the synthesis and characterization of new readily soluble metallo-porphyr-
azines with (3-thiopropyl anthraquinone-2-carboxylate) containing substituents on the
periphery, and we also report on the effects of the substituents on the spectroscopic and
aggregation properties of the porphyrazine derivatives in different solvents and at various
concentrations in chloroform. Then, we prepared chloro-octakis(3-thiopropyl anthraqui-
none-2-carboxylate) porphyrazinato iron(III) (FePzCl) (8) by the reaction of metal-free por-
phyrazine with iron(II) acetate and further treatment with hydrochloric acid solution. The
oligomeric compound [FePz(pyz)]n (9) and the monomeric complex [FePz(py)2] (10) were
obtained as stable structures by reacting FePzCl with pyrazine and pyridine, respectively.
The newly synthesized complexes were characterized by FT-IR, UV–vis, 1H, and 13C
NMR, mass spectrometry, and elemental analysis.

2. Experimental

Electronic spectra were recorded on a Unicam UV2 spectrophotometer and IR spectra on a
Perkin Elmer Spectrum One FT-IR (ATR sampling accessory) spectrophotometer. 1H NMR
and 13C NMR spectra were taken in CDCl3 solutions at 400 and 100 MHz, respectively,
and recorded on a Bruker Ultra Shield Plus 400 MHz spectrometer. Chemical shifts refer to
TMS (1H and 13C NMR) as the internal standards. Mass spectra were recorded on a Bruker
Daltonics Micro-TOF and MALDI-TOF mass spectrometer using the electrospray ionization
(ESI) method. The instrument was operated in positive ion mode. Elemental analyses were
recorded on a Thermo Scientific 2000 instrument. All reactions were performed under N2 in
dried solvents. All chemicals were in sufficient chemical purity. Anthraquinone-2-carboxylic
acid, 3-chloro-1-propanol, methyl tert-butyl ether, N,N-dicyclohexylcarbodiimide, toluene-
p-sulfonic, acid, N,N-dimethylformamide, chloroform, dichloromethane, pyridine, pyrazine,
toluene, acetone, ethanol, methanol, n-butanol, trifluoroacetic acid, tetrahydrofuran, sodium
sulfate, and sodium carbonate were purchased from Aldrich, Merck, or Alfa Aesar.

The disodium salt of dithiomaleonitrile (1) [56] and [2,3,7,8,12,13,17,18-octakis(3-hy-
droxypropylthio)porphyrazinato] Mg(II) (2) [42] was prepared according to previously
reported procedures.

2.1. {2,3,7,8,12,13,17,18-Octakis[3-thiopropyl anthraquinone-2-carboxylate]
porphyrazinato} Mg(II) (3)

Octakis[3-thiopropyl anthraquinone-2-carboxylate] porphyrazinato-magnesium (3) was
prepared through the reaction of 2 (0.529 g, 0.5 mM), anthraquinone-2-carboxylic acid
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(3.026 g, 12 mM), dicyclohexylcarbodiimide (DCCI) (2.476 g, 12 mM), and toluene-p-
sulfonic acid (0.086 g, 0.5 mM) in dry pyridine (40 mL) under N2 at room temperature
for 84 h. The suspension was filtered and the solvent was evaporated in vacuum. The
residue was treated with CHCl3 (120 mL) and the clear solution was extracted with 10%
Na2CO3 solution (150 mL) and then with water. The extraction was repeated many times
with water until pH was neutral. The chloroform phase was dried over anhydrous
Na2SO4 and the solvent was evaporated in vacuum. The product was stirred in cold
dichloromethane, filtered, and the solvent was evaporated in vacuo. The residue was
treated with acetone. The purification of the product was performed by column chroma-
tography (SiO2, CH3OH:CHCl3, 1 : 50 v/v). The colored product was soluble in CHCl3,
CH2Cl2, THF, acetone, and toluene and insoluble in water and n-hexane. Yield: 704 mg
(48%). FT-IR, νmax/(cm

−1): 3068–3028 (CH, aromatic), 2975–2860 (CH, aliphatic), 1718
and 1260 (COO), 1665 (C=C, aromatic), 1590, 1562, 1485, 1330, 1286, 1122, 1048,
972, 935, 872, 702, 636. 1H NMR (δ, ppm): 7.88–7.62 (m, 24H, Ar–H), 7.56–7.28 (m,
32H, Ar–H), 4.68 (t, 16H, O–CH2), 4.12 (t, 16H, S–CH2), 2.58 (m, 16H, –CH2–).

13C
NMR (δ, ppm): 26.2, 26.6, 63.6, 115.3, 122.2, 129.5, 130.3, 132.5, 133.0, 133.5, 134.0,
138.3, 165.7, 182.6. MS (ESI) m/z: 2931.9 [M]+.

2.2. {2,3,7,8,12,13,17,18-Octakis[3-thiopropyl anthraquinone-2-carboxylate] H21, H23

porphyrazine} (4)

3 (293 mg, 0.1 mM) was dissolved in the minimum amount of trifluoroacetic acid (~4 mL)
and stirred for 3 h at room temperature. When the reaction mixture was added to ice drop-
wise and neutralized with 25% ammonia solution, precipitation occurred and it was filtered.
The precipitate was extracted into chloroform and the chloroform solution was extracted
with water at least twice. After drying over anhydrous Na2SO4, the solvent was evaporated
to obtain a violet-colored metal-free porphyrazine. 4 was obtained by column chromatogra-
phy (SiO2, CH3OH: CHCl3, 1 : 50 v/v). Yield: 157 mg (54%). FT-IR, νmax/(cm

−1): 3310
(N–H), 3072–3032 (CH, aromatic), 2988–2852 (CH, aliphatic), 1724 and 1266 (COO),
1652 (C=C, aromatic), 1595, 1558, 1481, 1338, 1282, 1126, 1054, 976, 932, 876, 708,
632. 1H NMR (δ, ppm): 7.85–7.60 (m, 24H, Ar–H), 7.58–7.30 (m, 32H, Ar–H), 4.62 (t,
16H, O–CH2), 4.16 (t, 16H, S–CH2), 2.62 (m, 16H, –CH2–), −1.05 (br s, 2H, NH). 13C
NMR (δ, ppm): 26.0, 26.8, 63.5, 115.4, 122.0, 129.7, 130.1, 132.7, 133.2, 133.7, 134.2,
138.5, 165.4, 182.3. MS (ESI) m/z: 2909.8 [M]+.

2.3. General procedure for metallo-porphyrazines (5–7)

4 (145 mg, 0.05 mM) in CHCl3 (10 mL) was stirred with the metal salt [Co(OAc)2 (89 mg,
0.5 mM), Cu(OAc)2 (91 mg, 0.5 mM), or Zn(OAc)2 (92 mg, 0.5 mM)] in ethanol (15 mL)
and refluxed under nitrogen for about 8 h. Then, the precipitate composed of the crude
product and the excess metal salt was eliminated. The precipitate was treated with
chloroform and the insoluble metal salts were removed by filtration. The filtrate was
reduced to minimum volume under reduced pressure and then added to n-hexane (150 mL)
dropwise to accomplish precipitation. Finally, the pure porphyrazine derivatives (5–7) were
isolated by column chromatography (SiO2, CH3OH:CHCl3, 1 : 20 v/v).
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2.3.1. {2,3,7,8,12,13,17,18-Octakis[3-thiopropyl anthraquinone-2-carboxylate] porphy-
razinato} Co(II) (5). Yield 107 mg (72%). FT-IR, νmax/(cm

−1): 3070–3025 (CH, aromatic),
2980–2855 (CH, aliphatic), 1715 and 1266 (COO), 1661 (C=C, aromatic), 1586, 1558,
1488, 1336, 1282, 1125, 1044, 975, 932, 875, 705, 633. MS (ESI) m/z: 2966.8 [M]+.

2.3.2. {2,3,7,8,12,13,17,18-Octakis[3-thiopropyl anthraquinone-2-carboxylate] porphy-
razinato} Cu(II) (6). Yield 98 mg (66%). FT-IR, νmax/(cm

−1): 3072–3030 (CH, aromatic),
2968–2850 (CH, aliphatic), 1725 and 1260 (COO), 1663 (C=C, aromatic), 1590, 1562,
1490, 1339, 1280, 1128, 1048, 971, 936, 879, 708, 630. MS (ESI) m/z: 2970.1 [M]+.

2.3.3. {2,3,7,8,12,13,17,18-Octakis [3-thiopropyl anthraquinone-2-carboxylate] porphy-
razinato} Zn(II) (7). Yield 113 mg (76%). FT-IR, νmax/(cm

−1): 3068–3028 (CH, aromatic),
2977–2862 (CH, aliphatic), 1712 and 1264 (COO), 1667 (C=C, aromatic), 1594, 1568,
1486, 1333, 1285, 1124, 1052, 974, 938, 872, 703, 634. 1H NMR (δ, ppm): 7.90–7.64 (m,
24H, Ar–H), 7.58–7.32 (m, 32H, Ar–H), 4.72 (t, 16H, O–CH2), 4.10 (t, 16H, S–CH2), 2.56
(m, 16H, -CH2–).

13C NMR (δ, ppm): 26.5, 26.8, 63.8, 115.1, 122.4, 129.8, 130.5, 132.2,
133.2, 133.8, 134.2, 138.5, 165.9, 182.2. MS (ESI) m/z: 2973.1 [M]+.

2.4. Chloro-octakis(3-thiopropyl anthraquinone-2-carboxylate) porphyrazinato iron(III)
(FePzCl) (8)

4 (145 mg, 0.05 mM) and Fe(OAc)2 (435 mg, 2.50 mM) in CH3COOH (20 mL) were
reacted at 130 °C for 36 h under N2 atmosphere. Using the UV–vis spectrophotometric
method, the amount of metal-free porphyrazine was determined. After the completion of
the reaction, the mixture was filtered and CH3COOH was evaporated under reduced pres-
sure. The residue was dissolved in CHCl3 (60 mL) and then extracted several times with
100 mL of 1 M hydrochloric acid until no yellowish color of iron salts remained in the
aqueous solution. The chloroform solution was washed twice with distilled water and
dried over Na2SO4. When the chloroform was removed, a blue-green compound was
obtained. Further purification was performed with column chromatography (silica gel,
methanol/chloroform 1/50 v/v). Yield: 96 mg (64%). FT-IR, νmax/(cm

−1): 3075–3035 (CH,
aromatic), 2968–2849 (CH, aliphatic), 1728 and 1262 (COO), 1660 (C=C, aromatic),
1610, 1575, 1480, 1320, 1282, 1120, 1088, 979, 942, 875, 712, 638. MS (ESI) m/z:
2998.9 [M]+.

2.5. μ-Pyrazine[octakis(3-thiopropyl anthraquinone-2-carboxylate) porphyrazinato] iron
(II) [FePz(pyz)]n (9)

8 (150 mg, 0.05 mM) was reacted with the melted pyrazine compound (400 mg, 5.0 mM)
and heated for 36 h at 85 °C. After the reaction was cooled, a large amount of ligand was
eliminated by high vacuum sublimation at 85 °C. Yield: 103 mg (68%). FT-IR, νmax/
(cm−1): 3066–3038 (CH, aromatic), 2956–2850 (CH, aliphatic), 1721 and 1260 (COO),
1664 (C=C, aromatic), 1615, 1580, 1425, 1412, 1307, 1218, 1140, 1005, 846, 763, 723,
698. 1H NMR (δ, ppm): 7.91–7.68 (m, 24H, Ar–H), 7.59–7.32 (m, 32H, Ar–H), 4.66
(t, 16H, O–CH2), 4.02 (t, 16H, S–CH2), 2.26 (s, 4H, pyz–H), 2.52 (m, 16H, –CH2–).
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2.6. Bis(pyridine)[octakis(3-thiopropyl anthraquinone-2-carboxylate) porphyrazinato]
iron(II) [FePz(py)2] (10)

8 (75 mg, 0.025 mM) was dissolved in benzene (15 mL) and dry pyridine (0.1 mL) was
added to it. The mixture was refluxed for 8 h under N2. After the removal of benzene under
reduced pressure, the residue was dissolved in diethyl ether and added dropwise to DMF
(15 mL). The precipitate formed was filtered and dried in vacuo. The target porphyrazine
complex was purified by chromatography on silica gel using methanol/chloroform (1 : 50)
mixture as eluent. Yield: 56 mg (72%). FT-IR, νmax/(cm

−1): 3060–3020 (CH, aromatic),
2964–2842 (CH, aliphatic), 1714 and 1268 (COO), 1659 (C=C, aromatic), 1610, 1588,
1420, 1405, 1302, 1228, 1141, 1011, 842, 769, 729, 691. 1H NMR (δ, ppm): 7.94–7.70 (m,
24H, Ar–H), 7.60–7.30 (m, 32H, Ar–H), 6.88 (m, 4H, py-Hc), 4.82 (m, 2H, py-Hb), 4.63 (t,
16H, O–sCH2), 4.06 (t, 16H, S–CH2), 2.30 (m, 4H, py-Ha), 2.55 (m, 16H, –CH2–). MS
(ESI) m/z: 3121.1 [M]+.

3. Results and discussion

The disodium salt of dithiomaleonitrile (1) is the starting point for a porphyrazine structure
with eight 3-thiopropyl anthraquinone-2-carboxylate groups bound to the periphery through
flexible chains. 1 was obtained in two steps from carbon disulfide and sodium cyanide [56].
The bulky electron-donating S-group is expected to enhance the chemical stability and opti-
cal properties of porphyrazines [57]. Treatment of 1 with 3-chloro-1-propanol gives the
unsaturated 2,3-bis(3-hydroxypropylthio)maleonitrile suitable for cyclotetramerization to
give octakis(3-hydroxypropylthio)porphyrazinato] Mg(II) (2) in the presence of magnesium
n-BuOH as recently reported by Wöhrle et al. [58] with higher polymethylene chain lengths
(scheme 1).

Scheme 1. (i) Anthraquinone-2-carboxylic acid, DCCI, toluene-p-sulfonic acid, and pyridine; (ii) CF3CO2H;
(iii) EtOH, CHCl3, and Co(OAc)2, Cu(OAc)2, or Zn(OAc)2.
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Ester groups ensure high solubility, and they are selected in spite of the facility of their
synthesis [38–45]. The most effective method for this condensation reaction of carboxylic
acid and –OH groups on porphyrazines is to perform the reaction at ambient temperature in
the presence of an extremely dehydrating reactant such as DCCI.

The by-product dicyclohexylurea was removed by filtering the reaction mixture after
treatment with cold DCM. Using mass spectrometry data, DCCI-mediated esterification sys-
tem for octakis(hydroxypropylsulfanyl)porphyrazines confirmed that all of the suitable –OH
groups reacted in the method. TLC tests were carried out for the reaction time and changed
with different circumstances. The other aim of this study was to realize the effect of different
esterification circumstances on the reaction yield. Our data prove that the best condition was
to use DCCI:OH group in 9 : 1 molar ratio. Other procedures include the use of DCCI with
toluene-p-sulfonic acid and –OH group in a molar ratio of 24 : 1 [38–45, 58]. The yield of 3
was 48% (scheme 1). The symmetrically functionalized porphyrazine with eight ester units
was soluble in common organic solvents such as chloroform, dichloromethane, THF, ace-
tone, and toluene and insoluble in water and n-hexane. Octakis[3-thiopropyl anthraquinone-
2-carboxylate]-substituted porphyrazinato-magnesium (3) was a suitable intermediate for
preparing porphyrazines with different metal(II) ions in the center (figure 1). The known
method of treatment with CF3COOH led to the metal-free derivative (4) which was further

Figure 1. [2,3,7,8,12,13,17,18-Octakis(3-thiopropyl anthraquinone-2-carboxylate)] substituted porphyrazines
(3–7).
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reacted with cobalt(II), copper(II), or zinc(II) acetate to give structures having the respective
metal ions in the porphyrazine core (M=Co, Cu, Zn) (5–7) (figure 1).

The addition of iron(II) to 4 was carried out in CH3COOH using anhydrous Fe
(CH3COO)2 as the metal salt (scheme 2) [59, 60]. Although the reaction was performed
under inert atmosphere, a little amount of oxygen led to Fe(III) derivatives. Further expo-
sure to air was almost unavoidable during the experiment, so the product was treated with
dilute hydrochloric acid solution to convert all of the trivalent iron compounds into FePzCl
(8). In the FT-IR spectrum of 8, the band at 1088 cm−1 arises from the contribution of axial
ligands to CN-skeleton vibrations as encountered in octaphenyltetraazaporphyrins. Another
result of having axial chloride is the changes occurring in the Q-band absorption from a
metallo-porphyrazine derivative of D4h symmetry (e.g. 3 where Q-band is at 644 nm as a
single intense absorption) to C4v symmetry, resulting in an intense band at 584 nm together
with two others at 540 and 648 nm of 8 [61].

Tetrapyrrole complexes having iron(II) in the center are of interest as they form shish
kebab-type axially coordinated bridged complexes with bidentate coordinating ligands. We
have synthesized a bridged compound with pyrazine and a monomeric complex with
pyridine (scheme 2). We perform the reaction with pyrazine only in melted ligand and the
product is a bridged system (9) (oligomeric compound) (figure 2) [62]. 8 can be easily
reduced to axially coordinated 10 in the presence of ligands such as pyridine (figure 3).

The newly synthesized structures were characterized by elemental analysis, FT-IR,
UV–vis, mass spectrometry, 1H, and 13C NMR. Spectral investigations into all products
were consistent with the proposed complexes.

Elemental analyses correspond closely with the values calculated for 3–10 (table 1).
FT-IR spectra gave insights into the nature of the compounds. After conversion of the

unsaturated 2,3-bis(3-hydroxypropylthio)maleonitrile into magnesium porphyrazinate (2),
the C≡N stretching vibration disappeared. In the case of porphyrazines (3–7) with
[3-thiopropyl anthraquinone-2-carboxylate] substituents, the aromatic C–H stretch was at
3075–3020 cm−1, the aliphatic C–H stretch at 2988–2842 cm−1, O–C=O peaks at 1260–
1268 cm−1, the aromatic C=C peaks at 1667–1652 cm−1 as strong absorptions and the C=O
vibration of the ester group at 1712–1728 cm−1 for 3–10. The disappearance of the O–H

Scheme 2. (i) Fe(OAc)2, acetic acid, HCl; (ii) Pyrazine; (iii) Pyridine.
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peak at 3330 cm−1 for 3 and the NH stretching vibrations of the inner core observed at
3310 cm−1 for the metal-free porphyrazine (4) [58], together with high solubility in chloro-
form and THF after this reaction, are all evidence of the formation of 3–7. In the FT-IR
spectrum of 9, the vibration at 1580 cm−1 was observed which is characteristic of pyrazine
[62]. In the FT-IR spectrum of 10, bands at 1588 and 1228 cm−1 are likely because of the
breathing mode of axial pyridine groups [63].

Figure 2. μ-Pyrazine[octakis(3-thiopropyl anthraquinone-2-carboxylate) porphyrazinato] iron(II) [FePz(pyz)]n (9).

Figure 3. Bis(pyridine)[octakis(3-thiopropyl anthraquinone-2-carboxylate) porphyrazinato] iron(II) [FePz(py)2]
(10).
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In the 1H NMR spectra of 3, five different types of protons are clearly seen: two multi-
plets at 7.88–7.28 ppm corresponding to aromatic protons, a triplet at 4.68 ppm belonging
to O–CH2, a triplet at 4.12 ppm belonging to S–CH2, and a multiplet at 2.58 ppm belonging
to –CH2–. The 1H NMR spectrum of 4 showed a chemical shift of porphyrazine ring
protons (singlet) at −1.05 ppm [38–45, 58]. The 1H NMR spectra of 9 and 10 show an
octahedrally coordinated Fe(II) structure. The chemical shift of the axially coordinated
ligands has been considerably affected by the 18-π electrons of the porphyrazine center, i.e.
the peaks at 8.59, 7.75, and 7.38 ppm in the free pyridine shift to 6.88, 4.82, and 2.30 ppm,
respectively, after binding axially to form [FePz(py)2]. Similarly, there is only a single peak
at 2.26 ppm for pyrazine protons in the bridged structure [FePz(pyz)]n [64–67]. In the 13C
NMR spectra of diamagnetic porphyrazines 3, 4, and 7, fourteen different chemical shifts of
carbons were clearly seen.

Mass spectrometry data of anthraquinone-2-carboxylate-substituted magnesium, metal-
free, cobalt, copper, zinc, and iron porphyrazines (3–8, 10) confirmed the characteristic
molecular ion peaks at m/z: 2931.9 [M]+, 2909.8 [M]+, 2966.8 [M]+, 2970.1 [M]+, 2973.1
[M]+, 2998.9 [M]+ and 3121.1 [M]+, respectively, approving the target structures.

Porphyrazines (3–10) show typical electronic spectra with three strong absorption regions
(table 2). One is in the UV region at 284–288 nm, the other is at 340–354 nm (B-band)
arising from the deeper π-levels/LUMO transition, and the last one is in the visible part of
the spectrum at 596–648 nm (Q-band) attributed to the π–π* transition from the highest
occupied molecular orbital to the lowest unoccupied molecular orbital (LUMO) of the
porphyrazine ring [68]. The characteristic Q-band transition of metallo-porphyrazines with
D4h symmetry is observed as a single band of high intensity in the visible region. The D2h

symmetry of 4 is verified by two absorptions in the visible region (620 and 676 nm). The

Table 1. Elemental analyses of 3–10*.

Compound C H N S

3 65.67 (65.56) 3.46 (3.58) 3.94 (3.82) 8.87 (8.75)
4 66.19 (66.06) 3.55 (3.67) 3.97 (3.85) 8.70 (8.82)
5 64.90 (64.79) 3.41 (3.53) 3.89 (3.78) 8.53 (8.65)
6 64.58 (64.69) 3.41 (3.53) 3.88 (3.77) 8.52 (8.64)
7 64.76 (64.65) 3.64 (3.53) 3.65 (3.77) 8.51 (8.63)
8 64.22 (64.09) 3.63 (3.50) 3.61 (3.74) 8.42 (8.56)
9 64.60 (64.73) 3.70 (3.58) 4.48 (4.60) 8.56 (8.43)
10 65.53 (65.41) 3.54 (3.68) 4.61 (4.49) 8.34 (8.22)

*Required values are given in parentheses.

Table 2. UV–vis data for porphyrazines (3–10) in chloroform.

Compound λ/nm (log ε/dm3 M−1 cm−1)

3 288 (4.97) 344 (4.88) 644 (4.65)
4 284 (4.97) 348 (4.78) 620 (4.10) 676 (4.20)
5 284 (4.99) 340 (4.83) 632 (4.50)
6 288 (4.98) 344 (4.87) 640 (4.57)
7 288 (4.95) 344 (4.85) 644 (4.60)
8 284 (4.93) 348 (4.91) 540 (4.26) 584 (4.12) 648 (3.92)
9 284 (4.96) 354 (4.81) 630 (4.46) 715 (4.38)
10 288 (4.95) 352 (4.94) 596 (4.64)
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UV–vis spectra of the porphyrazine complexes (3–7 in CHCl3, 1 × 10−5 M dm−3) are given
in figure 4. The Q-bands at 630 and 596 nm in the UV–vis spectra of [FePz(pyz)]n (9) and
[FePz(py)2] (10) confirm coordination of the pyridine and pyrazine ligands to Fe(II).

The aggregation behavior of 6 was investigated at different concentrations in chloroform
(figure 5). As the concentration was increased, the intensity of the Q-band absorption

Figure 4. UV–vis spectra of 3–7 in chloroform at 1 × 10−5 M concentration.

Figure 5. UV–vis spectra of 6 in chloroform at various concentrations (M).
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increased in parallel, and there were no new bands because of aggregation [42]. The Beer–
Lambert law was obeyed for 6 for concentrations ranging from 5 × 10−6 M dm−3 to
2 × 10−5 M dm−3 (figure 5). UV–vis spectra of 7 in solvents of different polarities (chloro-
form, dichloromethane, tetrahydrofuran, and acetone) at 1 × 10−5 M dm−3 concentration are
given in figure 6. There is almost no difference with changes in the nature of the solvent.

Many characteristics arise in the oxidation state of the metal ion when a bidentate ligand
such as pyrazine is used in place of pyridine. In addition, bidentate ligands place a bridge
between the metal centers and formed a shish kebab type oligomer [22, 69]. In the UV–vis
spectrum of 9, the Q-band absorption at 630 nm shifted to a shorter wavelength (ca. 34 nm)
when compared with the monomeric structure (10) obtained with pyridine. After oligomer
formation, there was also a shoulder about 715 nm in UV–vis spectra of 9.

4. Conclusion

We have described the synthesis, spectral, and structural properties of planar porphyrazine
cores peripherally substituted with eight (anthraquinone-2-carboxylate) moieties through
flexible bridges. The oligomeric complex, shish kebab-type, [FePz(pyz)]n and the mono-
meric compound [FePz(py)2] were formed as stable complexes by reacting FePzCl with
pyrazine and pyridine, respectively. As a result, this study showed that the Fe(II) porphyr-
azine macrocycle reacts in excess liquid pyrazine to form exclusively a polymeric com-
pound as was the case for most tetraaza annulenes. The anthraquinone-substituted
porphyrazine derivatives showed high solubility in solvents of different polarities from
chloroform to acetone.

Figure 6. UV–vis spectra of 7 in different solvents at 1 × 10−5 M concentration.

Porphyrazine complexes 1153

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

M
iz

or
am

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
] 

at
 1

4:
52

 2
8 

D
ec

em
be

r 
20

15
 



References

[1] C.C. Leznoff, A.B.P. Lever (Eds.). Phthalocyanines: Properties and Applications, Vols. 1–4, VCH Publishers,
New York, NY (1989–1996).

[2] N.B. McKeown. Phthalocyanine Materials: Synthesis, Structure and Function., Cambridge University Press,
Cambridge (1998).

[3] J.J. Simon, H.J. André. Molecular Semiconductors., Springer, Berlin (1985).
[4] M.J. Cook. Adv. Mater., 7, 877 (1995).
[5] Y. Sadaoka, T.A. Jones, W. Göpel. Sens. Actuators, B, 1, 148 (1990).
[6] J. Jiang, K. Kasuga, D.P. Arnold. In Supramolecular Photosensitive and Electroactive Materials. H.S. Nalwa

(Ed.), pp. 113–210, Academic Press, San Diego, CA (2001).
[7] A. Koca, M.K. Şener, M.B. Koçak, A. Gül. Int. J. Hydrogen Energy, 31, 2211 (2006).
[8] H. Aga, A. Aramata, Y. Hisaeda. J. Electroanal. Chem., 437, 111 (1997).
[9] J.H. Zagal. Coord. Chem. Rev., 119, 89 (1992).
[10] E. Hamuryudan. Dyes Pigm., 68, 151 (2006).
[11] M. Kandaz, S.L.J. Michel, B.M. Hoffman. J. Porphyrins Phthalocyanines, 7, 700 (2003).
[12] Y. Lu, R.G. Reddy. Electrochim. Acta, 52, 2562 (2007).
[13] M.J. Cook. J. Mater. Chem., 6, 677 (1996).
[14] E. Hamuryudan, Ö. Bekaroğlu. J. Chem. Res., Synop., 11, 460 (1993).
[15] Ö. Bekaroğlu. Appl. Organomet. Chem., 10, 605 (1996).
[16] E. Hamuryudan, Z.A. Bayır, Ö. Bekaroğlu. Dyes Pigm., 43, 77 (1999).
[17] A. Bilgin, B. Ertem, Y. Gök. Polyhedron, 24, 1117 (2005).
[18] Z.A. Bayır, E. Hamuryudan, Ö. Bekaroğlu. J. Chem. Res., Synop., 12, 702 (1999).
[19] H.Y. Yenilmez, İ. Özçeşmeci, A.İ. Okur, A. Gül. Polyhedron, 23, 787 (2004).
[20] M. Kandaz, M.N.U. Yaraşır, A. Koca, Ö. Bekaroğlu. Polyhedron, 21, 255 (2002).
[21] J.A. Duro, T. Torres. Chem. Ber., 126, 269 (1993).
[22] M. Hanack, M. Lang. Adv. Mater., 6, 819 (1994).
[23] W. Eberhardt, M. Hanack. Synthesis, 1, 95 (1997).
[24] D. Manno, R. Rella, A. Serra, P. Siciliano, A. Taurino, L. Troisi, V. Valli. Mater. Sci. Eng. C, 5, 317 (1998).
[25] D. Pernin, J. Simon. Mol. Cryst. Liq. Cryst. Sci. Technol., Sect. A, 355, 457 (2001).
[26] N. Usol’tseva, V. Bykova, G. Ananjeva, N. Zharnikova. Mol. Cryst. Liq. Cryst., 411, 329 (2004).
[27] M. Nanasawa, M. Takana, H. Suzuki, T. Uchida, Y. Kiuchi Japanese Patent 2002128783 A2, 1-34 (Chemical

Abstracts 2002; 136: 377401) (2002).
[28] M.J. Cook, M.J. Heeney. PCT Patent WO 2001042368 A1, 1-146 (Chemical Abstracts 2001; 135: 55020)

(2001).
[29] W. Liu, T.J. Jensen, F.R. Fronczek, R.P. Hammer, K.M. Smith, M.G.H. Vicente. J. Med. Chem., 48, 1033

(2005).
[30] J. Beyrich, R. Blattner, J.L. Budry, W. Freitag, C. Morton, G.A. Murphy, B. Schmidhalter, M. Schulz,

H. Spahni, C. Stern, A. Wolleb, H. Wolleb, R. Zoelper. PCT Patent WO 2002083796 A1, 1-60 (Chemical
Abstracts 2002; 137: 326557) (2002).

[31] G.N. Vorozhtsov, A.N. Kalinichenko, Y.M. Luzhkov, O.L. Kaliya, T.A. Karmakova, E.A. Luk’yanets, Z.V.
Morozova, A.A. Pankratov, N.V. Teplyakova, V.I. Chissov, R.I. Yakubovskaya. Russian Patent, RU2172319
C1 (Chemical Abstracts 2001; 137: 379983) (2001).

[32] B. Keskin, Y. Köseoğlu, U. Avcıata, A. Gül. Polyhedron, 27, 1155 (2008).
[33] N. Cenan, E. Gonca. J. Chem. Res., 2008, 693 (2008).
[34] N. Ağgün, E. Gonca. J. Fluorine Chem., 140, 54 (2012).
[35] E. Gonca, Y. Köseoğlu, B. Aktaş, A. Gül. Polyhedron, 23, 1845 (2004).
[36] E. Gonca. Transition Met. Chem., 33, 547 (2008).
[37] D. Koçak, E. Gonca. J. Fluorine Chem., 131, 1322 (2010).
[38] E. Gonca, A. Gül. Inorg. Chem. Commun., 8, 343 (2005).
[39] B. Akkurt, E. Hamuryudan. Dyes Pigm., 79, 153 (2008).
[40] İ. Özçeşmeci, O. Güney, A.İ. Okur, A. Gül. J. Porphyrins Phthalocyanines, 13, 753 (2009).
[41] İ. Özçeşmeci, A.İ. Okur, A. Gül. Dyes Pigm., 75, 761 (2007).
[42] H. Kunt, E. Gonca. Polyhedron, 38, 218 (2012).
[43] T. Şimşek, E. Gonca. Transition Met. Chem., 38, 37 (2013).
[44] E. Gonca. J. Coord. Chem., 66, 1720 (2013).
[45] E. Gonca. Polyhedron, 63, 103 (2013).
[46] T. İpek, E. Gonca. J. Coord. Chem., 64, 795 (2011).
[47] E. Gonca. J. Fluorine Chem., 149, 65 (2013).
[48] R.H. Thomson. Naturally Occurring Quinones, Academic Press, New York, NY (1967).
[49] S.B. Mcloughlin, C.R. Lowe. Enzyme Microb. Technol., 20, 2 (1997).
[50] F. Arcamone. Med. Res. Rev., 4, 153 (1984).

1154 E. Gonca

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

M
iz

or
am

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
] 

at
 1

4:
52

 2
8 

D
ec

em
be

r 
20

15
 



[51] G. Dryhurst, K.M. Kadish, F. Scheller, R. Renneberg. Biological Electrochemistry., Academic Press, London
(1982).

[52] P. Zhao, L.-C. Xu, J.-W. Huang, B. Fu, H.-C. Yu, L.-N. Ji. Dyes Pigm., 83, 81 (2009).
[53] A. Gouloumis, S.-G. Liu, P. Vazquez, L. Echegoyen, T. Torres. Chem. Commun., 399 (2001).
[54] K. Sakamoto, E. Ohno. Dyes Pigm., 35, 375 (1997).
[55] A.B.P. Lever, S. Licoccis, K. Magrell, B.S. Ramanamy. Adv. Chem. Ser., 201, 237 (1982).
[56] A. Davison, R.H. Holm. Inorg. Synth., 10, 8 (1967).
[57] C.J. Schramm, B.M. Hoffman. Inorg. Chem., 19, 383 (1980).
[58] H. Eichhorn, M. Rutloh, B. Wöhrle, J. Stumpe. J. Chem. Soc., Perkin Trans. 2, 9, 1801 (1996).
[59] M. Hanack, A. Gül, A. Hirsh, B.K. Mandal, L.R. Subramanian, E. Witke. Mol. Cryst. Liq. Cryst., 187, 365

(1990).
[60] J.P. Fitzgerald, B.S. Haggerty, A.L. Rheingold, L. May, G.A. Brewer. Inorg. Chem., 31, 2006 (1992).
[61] F. Lelj, G. Morelli, G. Ricciardi, A. Roviello, A. Sirigu. Liq. Cryst., 12, 941 (1992).
[62] J. Metz, O. Schneider, M. Hanack. Spectrochim. Acta, Part A, 38, 1265 (1982).
[63] C.T. Chen, K.S. Suslick. Coord. Chem. Rev., 128, 293 (1993).
[64] M. Hanack, S. Deger, A. Lange. Coord. Chem. Rev., 83, 115 (1988).
[65] B. Hasanov, A. Gül. Synth. React. Inorg. Met.-Org. Chem., 31, 673 (2001).
[66] E. Gonca. J. Chem. Res., 2008, 465 (2008).
[67] E. Gonca. J. Coord. Chem., 67, 162 (2014).
[68] D. Wöhrle, M. Eskes, K. Shigehara, A. Yamada. Synthesis, 1993, 194 (1993).
[69] M. Hanack, A. Datz, R. Fay, K. Fischer, U. Keppeler, J. Koch, J. Metz, M. Mezger, O. Schneider, H.J. Schulze.

In Handbook of Conducting Polymers, T.A. Skotheim (Ed.), Vol. 1, pp. 133–204, Marcel Dekker, New York,
NY (1986).

Porphyrazine complexes 1155

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

M
iz

or
am

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
] 

at
 1

4:
52

 2
8 

D
ec

em
be

r 
20

15
 


	Abstract
	1. Introduction
	2. Experimental
	2.1. {2,3,7,8,12,13,17,18-Octakis[3-thiopropyl anthraquinone-2-carboxylate] porphyrazinato} Mg(II) (3)
	2.2. {2,3,7,8,12,13,17,18-Octakis[3-thiopropyl anthraquinone-2-carboxylate] H21, H23 porphyrazine} (4)
	2.3. General procedure for metallo-porphyrazines (5-7)
	2.3.1. {2,3,7,8,12,13,17,18-Octakis[3-thiopropyl anthraquinone-2-carboxylate] porphyrazinato} Co(II) (5)
	2.3.2. {2,3,7,8,12,13,17,18-Octakis[3-thiopropyl anthraquinone-2-carboxylate] porphyrazinato} Cu(II) (6)
	2.3.3. {2,3,7,8,12,13,17,18-Octakis [3-thiopropyl anthraquinone-2-carboxylate] porphyrazinato} Zn(II) (7)

	2.4. Chloro-octakis(3-thiopropyl anthraquinone-2-carboxylate) porphyrazinato iron(III) (FePzCl) (8)
	2.5. mu-Pyrazine[octakis(3-thiopropyl anthraquinone-2-carboxylate) porphyrazinato] iron(II) [FePz(pyz)]n (9)
	2.6. Bis(pyridine)[octakis(3-thiopropyl anthraquinone-2-carboxylate) porphyrazinato] iron(II) [FePz(py)2] (10)

	3. Results and discussion
	4. Conclusion
	References



